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Durst Phototechnik and Applied Science Fiction™ Announce 

Agreement to Incorporate Digital ICE™ 

Technology into Sigma Scanner

Orlando, FL (February 11, 2001) – Durst Phototechnik AG, and Applied Science Fiction, Inc. (ASF™), the leader in digital image enhancement and correction technology, announce at the PMA tradeshow today that they have entered into a licensing agreement to incorporate ASF’s Digital ICE™ (Image Correction & Enhancement) technology into Durst’s Sigma professional film scanner.

The award-winning Digital ICE technology automatically removes surface defects, such as dust and scratches, from a scanned image. Digital ICE differentiates itself from software-only solutions because it does not soften, blur or otherwise alter any underlying details or composition of the original image. Instead, ASF's patented Digital ICE technology works from within the scanner, during the scanning process, to provide users with a clear, authentic base image that improves the original image.

“Durst is a recognized world-leader in high-end digital products for the Portrait & Social, Wedding and Commercial lab markets.  In light of the high standards set by Durst as required to meet the demands of the markets they serve, we are honored to have Digital ICE integrated into the Sigma scanner,” said Dan Sullivan, president and CEO of ASF. “This implementation underscores that ASF’s automatic image correction technologies are rapidly becoming the       de facto standard in professional and consumer level film scanners.”

“Applied Science Fiction’s Digital ICE technology provides an additional advantage to our Sigma scanner market position,” said Dr. Richard Piock, Durst CEO. “Digital ICE will contribute to further increasing the quality and productivity of the Sigma scanner by eliminating dust and other image defects to produce consistently high-quality images.”
The Sigma scanner is a professional, high-speed film scanner used to produce high quality scans from color and black-and-white negatives as well as transparencies.  Sigma scanners offer a solution to the universal problem of obtaining high quality scans at Portrait & Social, Wedding and Commercial labs.  Designed for high-volume scanning, this completely new film scanner features a powerful Dual Pentium III workstation, a three-color 10,000-pixel line sensor as a data acquisition device, and a universal auto-feed film carrier.  The Sigma scanner will be available as a stand alone scanner as well as an integrated part of Durst's new Pro-lab System, Theta, a fully automated laser-based digital output device with integrated paper processor with a capacity of approximately 1000 8” x 10" prints/hr.
About Durst

Durst manufactures a complete range of digital products for the photographic, graphic and prepress markets, including the industry’s leading Digital Photo Printers Lambda 76 Plus, Lambda 130, Lambda 131 and Lambda Pi 50 with Autospooling, Autopackage and Autonesting software features for a wide range of applications in the commercial and portrait/social market, as well as the Epsilon 30 LED printer and the Durst Autocutter 32/62 XY automatic print finisher.   More information can be found at www.durst-online.com. 
About Applied Science Fiction

Applied Science Fiction develops proprietary technologies for the imaging industry that link traditional photography with the digital age.  ASF licenses its branded technologies through Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that provide products for the professional and consumer imaging markets.  

In addition to Digital ICE, ASF’s portfolio of technologies includes Digital ROC™ (Reconstruction Of Color), which restores the color quality of film or prints; Digital GEM™ (Grain Equalization Management), which reduces film graininess to greatly enhance the visual impact of resulting scanned images; and Digital ICE3™ suite, a combination of these three film applications. ASF is also the innovator in digital dry film processing, with its environmentally friendly Digital PIC™ (Process & Image Capture) technology. Digital PIC develops exposed film directly into a high resolution RGB digital format file in minutes. Digital PIC produces an Extended Range Digital Negative™ (XRDN™) on a CD from which photographic quality images can be easily printed.  More information can be found on ASF’s Web site at www.asf.com.

Digital ICE, Digital ROC, Digital GEM, Digital ICE3, Digital PIC, Extended Range Digital Negative, XRDN, ASF and Applied Science Fiction are trademarks of Applied Science Fiction, Inc. All other trade names, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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