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Applied Science FictionTM Announces Incorporation of

Digital ICE3™ Technology in New Nikon Film Scanners

 New suite of desktop film scanners is first to offer Digital ICE3
Orlando, FL (February 11, 2001) – Applied Science Fiction, Inc. (ASFTM), the leader in digital imaging enhancement and correction technology, announces today the implementation of its Digital ICE3™ technology into Nikon’s three new film scanners – the Coolscan® IV ED, Super Coolscan® 4000 ED and Super Coolscan® 8000 ED. 

Applied Science Fiction’s groundbreaking Digital ICE3 technology enables photographers, graphic artists and publishers to make the best possible scanned image files from original color negatives and slides, even if there are scratches or dust on the film, the original color has faded or the images are grainy. Digital ICE3, combined with the high-speed functionality and versatility of these new Nikon desktop film scanners, provide photographers and other imaging specialists with the tools and flexibility they need to quickly create high-quality scanned images.

“By introducing these innovative film scanners, Nikon is raising the standards for high-quality, high-speed desktop scanning,” said Dan Sullivan, ASF’s president and CEO. “We are proud that Nikon is expanding its offering of our technology by selecting Digital ICE3 to enhance these three versatile film scanners. We are delighted that our on-going relationship with Nikon will continue to provide end users with cutting-edge solutions for enhanced digital imaging.” 

“Nikon was the first scanner manufacturer to introduce Applied Science Fiction’s Digital ICE technology in the Super Coolscan® 2000 and the Coolscan® III film scanners in 1998,” said Deborah Sauer, general manager, marketing, Consumer Digital Products for Nikon. “We are proud that in 2001, Nikon is once again revolutionizing the desktop film scanner market with these groundbreaking introductions. We are extremely pleased to be able to enhance our film scanner line by offering the first ever implementation of Applied Science Fiction’s Digital ICE3 technology.”

Digital ICE3
ASF’s Digital ICE3 suite is a combination of ASF’s Digital ICE™ (Image Correction & Enhancement), Digital ROC™ (Reconstruction Of Color) and Digital GEM™ (Grain Equalization Management) technologies. Scanners integrated with this trio provide professionals and photo enthusiasts with simply the best digital image possible, automatically. 

The award-winning Digital ICE automatically removes surface defects such as dust and scratches from a scanned image. Digital ICE differentiates itself from software-only solutions because it does not soften, blur or otherwise alter any underlying details or composition of the original image. Instead, ASF's patented Digital ICE technology works from within the scanner during the scanning process to provide the user with a clear, authentic base image that improves the original image. The user does not need to learn or install any additional software to make the Digital ICE solution work. 
Correcting faded color and reducing image grain has plagued professionals as a painstaking and time-consuming process. Digital ROC automatically restores an image’s original colors by analyzing the base image and applying corrections to the faded colors. Using a complex set of proprietary algorithms, Digital ROC reads the dye signature in color negatives and slides and restores colors to the appropriate levels.

By analyzing and reducing the grain caused by the film emulsion, Digital GEM automatically enhances the clarity of a scanned image while preserving its colors, gradations and sharpness. Digital GEM analyzes a film’s unique grain pattern pixel by pixel, extracts all data related to image quality, color and sharpness, and removes the grain from the scanned record of the image, which results in dramatically improved images.
About Nikon
Nikon is the world leader in imaging, including film scanning, 35mm SLR photography, digital cameras, compact cameras and sport optics. Nikon Inc. is the U.S. distributor of world-renowned Nikon professional 35mm photography systems, Nikon digital still cameras, electronic imaging film scanners, compact automatic Nikon 35mm and Advanced Photo System cameras, the Nikon speedlight system, interchangeable Nikkor lenses, Nikonos underwater photographic systems, Nikon Eyewear, Nikon sports and recreational optics.  For more information contact Nikon at (800) NIKON-UX, or visit Nikon at www.nikonusa.com.

About Applied Science Fiction
ASF develops proprietary technologies for the imaging industry that link traditional photography with the digital age. ASF licenses and brands its technologies through Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that provide products for professional, retail and consumer imaging markets.

In addition to the Digital ICE3 suite, Digital ICE, Digital ROC and Digital GEM, the individual components of the suite, and Digital ICE and Digital ROC for flatbed scanners, ASF is also the innovator in digital dry film processing, with its environmentally friendly Digital PICTM (Process & Image Capture) technology. Digital PIC develops exposed film directly into a high resolution RGB digital format file in minutes.  Digital PIC produces an Extended Range Digital NegativeTM (XRDNTM) on a CD from which photographic quality images can be easily printed. More information can be found on ASF’s Web site at www.asf.com.

Digital ICE, Digital ROC, Digital GEM, Digital ICE3, Digital PIC, Extended Range Digital Negative, XRDN, ASF and Applied Science Fiction are trademarks of Applied Science Fiction, Inc. All other trade names, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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