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Applied Science Fiction™ Demonstrates Digital PIC™
Digital Dry Film Process Technology
Full service Digital PIC™ kiosk completely functional at Seybold Fall 2001

San Francisco, CA (September 25, 2001) – Applied Science Fiction, Inc. (ASF™), creator of the award-winning Digital ICE™ technology, the leader of automatic photographic restoration applications and the inventor of the cutting-edge digital dry film processing (Digital PIC™) system, is demonstrating a fully functional Digital PIC kiosk at Seybold Fall 2001. Being shown today are two kiosk configurations – a remote print kiosk (in-store/finisher remote printing) and a full service kiosk (with scan to print capability). 
“With our Digital PIC technology ready to enter the marketplace in the first half of 2002, consumers will soon have the ability to go anywhere -- like into a hotel while on vacation – walk up to a Digital PIC-enabled kiosk, process their film, have prints made and get their negatives returned on a CD automatically in under ten minutes. It’s the best of both the film and digital worlds. We will instantly convert the over one billion 35mm cameras in the world into high-resolution digital cameras,” said Dan Sullivan, ASF’s president and CEO. “We will give consumers what they have asked for, and that is digital files in the form of a recognized medium, the read-only CD, in a secure and organized fashion.  The positive response we’ve received from consumer research points to widespread acceptance of this technology. And feedback from potential partners of this new technology encourages us that the flexibility of this process will be utilized in many ways in traditional and non-traditional photofinishing markets.” 
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Digital PIC Process

Applied Science Fiction’s Digital PIC technology develops 35mm film directly into a high-resolution RGB digital format in one quick step. In the Digital PIC process, micro-amounts of a proprietary developing agent are applied to a roll of exposed but undeveloped film as it is fed through the processor’s image-capture engine. The environmentally friendly Digital PIC process requires no water, generates no hazardous effluents, and makes complete silver recovery possible. Next, the Digital PIC system makes a digital record of each image. Once the image data is captured, color data and exposure settings are established on a pixel-by-pixel basis for each element of every image. Complete 24-exposure roll development is accomplished within approximately six minutes of the film being fed to the image-capture engine.

Responding to the increasing demand for digitization of photographic images, this “film in, bits out” technology takes advantage of the high quality images produced by traditional photographic film, allowing traditional and one-time-use cameras to function as digital cameras. Once images have been developed using Digital PIC technology, they can be saved in any standard image file format (e.g., TIFF, JPEG, BMP). Digital PIC output can be directed to different devices, such as printers, palmtops, electronic archives and other storage media, such as CD and DVD disks. Consumers can choose to receive their images as photographic quality prints, in e-mail and through the Internet.

After a roll of film is developed using Digital PIC, a unique Extended Range Digital Negative™ (XRDN™) is produced on a CD. The XRDN CD offers consumers tremendous flexibility for communicating with images. The XRDN CD includes an index-print file plus high-, medium- and low-resolution image files that provide the consumer a convenient avenue to distribute their images in many ways. Digital PIC allows for consistent image quality, and is Internet and Broadband ready. Configurations for Digital PIC technology include photo kiosks, microlabs, backoffice workstations, backlabs, quick print stations and develop and print kiosks. ASF expects that Digital PIC will be released for commercial use by the first half of 2002. 

About Applied Science Fiction

Applied Science Fiction develops proprietary technologies for the imaging industry that link traditional photography with the digital age. ASF licenses its branded technologies through Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that provide products for the professional and consumer imaging markets.  

In addition to Digital PIC, ASF’s product portfolio includes Digital ICE™ for defect correction in film and prints; Digital ROC™, which restores the color quality of film or prints; Digital GEM™, which reduces film graininess to greatly enhance the visual impact of resulting scanned images; and Digital ICE3™ suite, the combination of these three film applications.  More information can be found on ASF’s Web site at www.asf.com.

Digital ICE, Digital ROC, Digital GEM, Digital ICE3, Digital PIC, Extended Range Digital Negative, XRDN, ASF and Applied Science Fiction are trademarks of Applied Science Fiction, Inc.  All other trade names, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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