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Applied Science Fiction™ (ASF™) Technologies Put the Power of Photo Restoration into the Hands of Consumers

ASF technologies automatically restore bent, scratched, faded, 

dusty and grainy pictures to their original glory

San Francisco, CA (September 25, 2001) – Applied Science Fiction, Inc., creator of the award-winning Digital ICE™ technology, the leader of automatic photographic restoration applications and the inventor of the cutting-edge digital dry film processing (Digital PIC™) system, announces the extensive availability of its sophisticated film and print restoration technologies, such as Digital ICE3™, in several professional and consumer level film scanners from Acer, Durst Phototechnik, Minolta and Nikon as well as Pixel Magic Imaging’s Photo Ditto® kiosks.

Consumers can now obtain high quality photographic restoration easily, automatically, and affordably without having to part with their fragile, sentimental and priceless original prints or film. ASF’s restoration applications are available in a variety of film and print scanners from the world’s leading scanning equipment manufacturers. 

Digital ICE3
ASF’s Digital ICE3 (pronounced ice cubed) suite is a combination of ASF’s Digital ICE, Digital ROC™ and Digital GEM™ film restoration technologies. Film scanners integrated with this trio provide professionals and photo enthusiasts alike with simple and automatic image restoration. ASF’s groundbreaking Digital ICE3 enables photographers, graphic artists and publishers to make the best possible scanned image files from original color negatives and slides automatically, even if there are scratches or dust on the film, the original color has faded or the images are grainy. 

The latest Digital ICE3 implementation is featured in the new Minolta DiMAGE™ Scan Elite II and Minolta DiMAGE Scan Multi PRO film scanner. Also incorporating Digital ICE3 technology are three Nikon film scanners – the Coolscan® IV ED, Super Coolscan® 4000 ED and Super Coolscan® 8000 ED. 

Digital ICE

Applied Science Fiction’s Digital ICE technology automatically removes surface defects such as dust and scratches from a scanned image. The award-winning Digital ICE differentiates itself from software-only solutions because it does not soften, blur or otherwise alter any underlying details or composition of the original image. Instead, ASF's patented Digital ICE technology works from within the scanner during the scanning process to provide the user with a clear, authentic base image that improves the original image. 
ASF’s Digital ICE technology is available in the Acer Group’s ScanWit 2740S Film Scanner, Durst’s Sigma professional film scanner, and the Minolta Dimâge™ Scan Elite film scanner. 

Digital ROC and Digital GEM

Digital ROC automatically restores an image’s original colors by analyzing the base image and applying corrections to the faded colors. Using a complex set of proprietary algorithms, Digital ROC reads the dye signature in color negatives and slides and restores colors to the appropriate levels. By analyzing and reducing the grain caused by the film emulsion, Digital GEM automatically enhances the clarity of a scanned image while preserving its colors, gradations and sharpness. Digital GEM analyzes a film’s unique grain pattern pixel by pixel, extracts all data related to image quality, color and sharpness, and removes the grain from the scanned record of the image, which results in dramatically improved images.

Incorporating ASF’s Digital ROC and Digital GEM technologies is Minolta’s Dimâge™ Scan Multi II. Minolta has made Digital ROC and Digital GEM available to its existing Dimâge Scan Multi scanner owners through an application upgrade via the Minolta Corporation Web site (www.minoltausa.com) or by purchasing a CD-ROM/Manual from Minolta’s customer service (201-825-4000) for $99.95.

Digital ICE and Digital ROC for Flatbed Scanners

ASF’s Digital ICE and Digital ROC for flatbed scanners is currently available in the Photo Ditto® print enhancement kiosks from Pixel Magic Imaging.  Photo Ditto has long been recognized in the photographic industry as the leader in the digital photo kiosk market and has been praised for its open architecture platform and outstanding interactive consumer software. 

Digital ICE for prints uses a defect map to identify the precise locations of physical defects, or visual "noise" on a print being scanned. Differential shadowing technology and proprietary software algorithms quickly and automatically eliminate the unwanted defects, producing a scanned image file that improves upon the original print. Digital ICE is designed to remove dust and lint while also correcting scratches, cracks and folds found on the surfaces of most prints. In addition, Digital ICE will even correct artifacts caused by textured papers as well as scratches on a scanner's glass platen.     

Digital ROC automatically and accurately rebuilds the lost color values in prints, instantly creating color-corrected digitized images. Digital ROC identifies clues in the original medium to correct the color. Using a complex set of proprietary algorithms, Digital ROC reconstructs the actual colors from the original color data and presents a restored image.

About Acer Group

Established in 1976, Acer is the world's third-largest PC manufacturer offering a broad range of PC products from industry-leading high-end PC servers and multimedia desktop computers, to notebooks, computer peripherals and components. Acer is also the leading Internet enabler offering Internet component technologies, devices and Internet services. These include end-to-end solutions, mobile phones, plasma displays, TFT screens, projectors, wireless communications, and e-corp solutions. The Acer Group employs nearly 34,000 people in 193 enterprises spanning 42 countries worldwide, supporting dealers and distributors in over 100 countries. The Acer Group’s revenues for 1999 were US$8.4 billion. For more information about the Acer Group, please visit the Acer Web site at www.global.acer.com.

About Durst

Durst manufactures a complete range of digital products for the photographic, graphic and prepress markets, including the industry’s leading Digital Photo Printers Lambda 76 Plus, Lambda 130, Lambda 131 and Lambda Pi 50 with Autospooling, Autopackage and Autonesting software features for a wide range of applications in the commercial and portrait/social market, as well as the Epsilon 30 LED printer and the Durst Autocutter 32/62 XY automatic print finisher.  More information can be found at www.durst-online.com. 
About Minolta Corporation

Minolta Corporation, headquartered in Ramsey, New Jersey, is the largest subsidiary of Minolta Co. Ltd. of Osaka, Japan, a leading manufacturer of cameras, business equipment, radiometric instruments and planetariums. Minolta Corporation's Consumer Products Group (CPG) markets 35mm film and Advanced Photo System cameras, digital cameras, binoculars, accessory lenses, photographic light meters, 35mm and Advanced Photo System film scanners and other consumer products. Minolta is the exclusive distributor of Cokin filters. For more information, visit Minolta’s Web site located at www.minoltausa.com or access Minolta’s PHOTOFAX at 800-528-4767.

About Nikon

Nikon is the world leader in imaging, including film scanning, 35mm SLR photography, digital cameras, compact cameras and sport optics. Nikon Inc. is the U.S. distributor of world-renowned Nikon professional 35mm photography systems, Nikon digital still cameras, electronic imaging film scanners, compact automatic Nikon 35mm and Advanced Photo System cameras, the Nikon speedlight system, interchangeable Nikkor lenses, Nikonos underwater photographic systems, Nikon Eyewear, Nikon sports and recreational optics. For more information contact Nikon at (800) NIKON-UX, or visit Nikon at www.nikonusa.com.

About Pixel Magic Imaging, Inc.
Pixel Magic Imaging (PMI) is a digital imaging software and Internet technology company.  PMI is recognized in the digital imaging industry as a leader and pioneer in the fast changing online imaging and digital photography marketplace. PMI's Internet portal for digital photography and online image processing is MyPhotoLab.com™, a retail branded web initiative designed to support photo retailers with their need for online photofinishing infrastructure, service and support. PMI also offers two digital imaging kiosks that allow consumers to instantly enhance and reprint their images: Photo Ditto and Digital Print Station™. These products, along with other imaging systems such as the BackLab™ Film Scanning System, are designed as part of a suite of technology solutions marrying online image processing and fulfillment with photo retailers nationwide.  The company is located twenty miles south of Austin in San Marcos, Texas.  To receive more information about Pixel Magic Imaging or its line of digital solutions, call (800) GO PIXEL (800-467-4935), (512) 396-9251 or visit www.pmimaging.com.

About Applied Science Fiction

Applied Science Fiction develops proprietary technologies for the imaging industry that link traditional photography with the digital age. ASF licenses its branded technologies through Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) that provide products for the professional and consumer imaging markets.  

In addition to the Digital ICE3 suite, Digital ICE, Digital ROC and Digital GEM, the individual components of the suite, and Digital ICE and Digital ROC for flatbed scanners, ASF is also the innovator in digital dry film processing, with its environmentally friendly Digital PIC technology. Digital PIC develops exposed film directly into a high resolution RGB digital format file in minutes. Digital PIC produces an Extended Range Digital Negative™ (XRDN™) on a CD from which photographic quality images can be easily printed.  More information can be found on ASF’s Web site at www.asf.com.

Digital ICE, Digital ROC, Digital GEM, Digital ICE3, Digital PIC, Extended Range Digital Negative, XRDN, ASF and Applied Science Fiction are trademarks of Applied Science Fiction, Inc. All other trade names, trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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